Sample Social Security Letters to the Editor – Nov. 9, 2010

Secret Fiscal Commission 
Voter fear, insecurity and anger drove this election.  That makes sense given our high unemployment, stagnant wages, and high rate of home foreclosures. And now comes talk out of Washington that our Social Security benefits should be cut to help reduce the deficit. A commission has been meeting in secret deciding the program’s fate. It doesn’t look good for those of us of modest means. 

What are these people thinking? Social Security is all that some people have to keep them from slipping into poverty. The average benefit is only $13,000 a year. That’s not even the minimum wage. The people proposing these cuts are so out of touch, probably because they make 20 times that amount – or more.

Republicans and Democrats alike need to wake up. Raising the retirement age is a benefit cut. Not giving retirees a COLA increase is a benefit cut. To overcome fear and insecurity and anger we need to be assured that our Social Security benefits will be there for us, not have them cut. We paid for them after all. So I’m calling on all our Washington representatives to strengthen Social Security. Don’t cut it.


Struggling Worker

I’ve been getting up and going to work every day for the past twenty years.  Between my mortgage, my 401K, my student loans, and trying to get by, I barely have any money left at the end of each month.  I am thankful that we have Social Security to protect me and my family. I know that if anything happens to me, my children are taken care of.  I know that my parents are able to enjoy spending time with their grandchildren (and helping me out with childcare from time to time) because of their Social Security check every month.

My blood boils every time I hear a talking head blaming Social Security for the mess our country is in.   They are so out of line.  Social Security keeps our country running.  Washington politicians should look in the mirror and see how they caused the deficit by supporting tax cuts for the richest in America and spending money on two wars.   
	
Let's deal with the deficit and leave Social Security to the hard working people in America! We pay special taxes for these benefits. The money belongs to us! 




Social Security and the Fiscal Commission 
Given the record levels of unemployed workers, home foreclosures, and people who lost their shirts in the stock market crash, my family and many others are feeling anxious.  The economy continues to shift under our feet. That is why Social Security is more important than ever to provide middle class Americans like me with a measure of financial security when we retire.  

Social Security is hugely popular, and one of the best programs in our nation’s history.  Social Security benefits are already too low, about $13,000 a year.  They cannot be cut without pushing millions of people into poverty and increasing the financial anxiety of millions more.  

So when I hear that a commission in Washington is considering deep cuts to Social Security it concerns me. Americans of all political stripes -- Democrats, Republicans, Tea Partiers and Independents – support Social Security. It’s time that our leaders pay attention to what they were elected to do: represent us and oppose any cuts to Social Security.  
 

Young Person and Retirement Age

I can’t believe that politicians in Washington are debating raising my retirement age. Already, instead of saving for retirement, I have to pay my college loans every month instead.  It's bad enough that we have a huge military budget instead of funding higher education, and now you are asking me to work longer to be able to receive my full Social Security benefits. 

My dad/mom works at a job …[explain it]. It’s hard work and can really break down a person’s body. I don’t think they can keep working till 65 let alone 70. I may face the same fate. It’s tough to find a good job these days that doesn’t require me to stand on my feet all day. Forty more years working like this and I’ll be broken. 

Working till 70 may be okay for some people, but clearly not for everyone.  And how do you find work at 60 these days anyway. Most employers aren’t looking to hire a person who’s older and could cost a lot in health care costs. So I say to Congress keep Social Security as it is. No more raising the retirement age. 




Social Security Not in Crisis
Despite recent claims made by some politicians, Social Security is not in crisis.  It can pay all promised benefits for a quarter of a century.  We have plenty of time to close this funding gap so that all promised benefits can be paid.  Twenty-five years ago, no one was online and the billionaire founder of Facebook was just 1 year old.  So we can fix Social Security in the time it takes for a child to grow up, be seven years into adulthood, and even become a billionaire.  

The American dream demands that we think big. Cutting Social Security’s guaranteed benefit would be shutting down the American dream for the children of survivors who need it, for veterans and others who have disabilities and need it, and for retirees who worked their whole lives to live their golden years without having to face poverty.

A Commission in Washington is debating Social Security’s future right now. It looks like it will recommend deep cuts to the benefits that we have already paid for. I think it should make those who make more than $107,000 a year pay Social Security taxes on all their wages like the rest of us do who make less.  That would solve the funding gap and guarantee full benefits for everyone. 
 
 
Retiree about a COLA and No Benefit Cuts
Social Security benefits are more important than ever given how our economy has tanked. Too many are struggling because we’ve lost a lot of our home equity, our 401(k) investments are down. A lot of us are even forced to go back to work. Modest as Social Security benefits are, they are vital to seniors like me and my spouse.  

If benefits don’t keep pace with inflation, the value of those benefits erodes.  Currently, they are not keeping pace.  There was not a Social Security COLA increase this year, and there won’t be next year either. But my medicines and other medical costs have been rising. 

Congress must pass a COLA this year for Social Security beneficiaries so that more seniors are not forced into poverty.  It also needs to oppose any cuts to benefits like are being discussed by politicians in Washington. Social Security is a commitment made to all Americans that has withstood the test of time. It represents the best of American values. If we abandon it then we will be abandoning everything this country was built on.
 



Social Security Surplus
At a time of deep partisan division, it is important to find some things that unite us. Social Security is one program where voters are in near total agreement. Despite concerns about the deficit, a Gfk Roper poll found that 85% of Americans—Democrats, Republicans and Independents alike—oppose cutting Social Security in order to address the deficit. 

And with good reason. Social Security has not contributed a penny to the deficit. In fact, Social Security has a $2.6 trillion surplus this year, which is projected to grow to $4.2 trillion in 2025. 

Voters know Social Security is a promise to the American people that belongs to us, not to Wall Street, and not to the politicians in Washington. Employees and employers alike contributed taxes to pay for it. That’s why we won’t let those benefits be taken away. 


Social Security is a Lifeline
We live in a time of unprecedented economic hardship. Thank goodness more than 50 million Americans have Social Security as a lifeline. While Wall Street collapsed wiping out trillions in pensions and 401k money, Social Security’s guaranteed benefits remained steady and the checks kept coming.
	
Social Security’s benefits average just $13,000 a year. But they are a majority of the income for more than two-thirds of American seniors, lifting 20 million people out of poverty. Social Security is also vitally important to millions of children and disabled workers.

When I think of retiring the first question is, will I have enough money to make it? Today, Social Security replaces about 39 percent of a worker’s wages. But that will decline to 32 percent in the coming decades. It’s hard to see where many of us will get the resources we will need to live with dignity and in some level of comfort in our old age. That’s why I oppose any effort to cut Social Security benefits, such as increasing the retirement age, which is really a huge benefit cut. It’s time to strengthen Social Security—not cut it.




Retirement Age and Scrap the Cap
There are a lot of politicians and talking heads in Washington who say we should increase Social Security’s retirement age to 70. But for many of us retiring later is not an option. Unlike politicians and Wall Street bankers, most of us don’t get to sit behind a desk all day, or enjoy gold-plated healthcare. 

A recent study found that nearly half of all Americans aged 58 and older work in physically demanding jobs that often prevent them from working past the age of 62, let alone 70. Also, while life expectancy has increased for wealthier earners in the past 30 years, workers in the lower half of earnings have seen life expectancy stagnate, or decline.  

The calls for cuts to Social Security benefits are just the latest sign that politicians in Washington are more interested in taking care of their friends on Wall Street than doing what is right for working Americans. We should make the richest Americans pay their fair share, by scrapping the cap on the Social Security tax. Why should a millionaire not have to pay taxes on any wages they are paid above $107,000 a year when people like me who make less than that amount have to pay taxes on all that we earn? Scrap the cap – that’s how we can fix Social Security. 


Federal Deficit and Social Security 

The federal deficit is way too high, but we need to be clear about what has caused it in order to solve it.  President Bush’s huge tax cuts are the biggest cause of the deficit. The Great Recession and the two wars we are fighting and growing military spending also dug the hole a lot deeper. On top of that we have skyrocketing health care costs. 

Social Security is not the problem because it does not contribute to the deficit. It actually runs a huge surplus each year. 

So let’s stop calling for cuts to Social Security to balance the budget. Instead, people should put on the table real solutions to dealing with the real causes of the deficit and leave Social Security alone. We don't need pundits and politicians to sell out Social Security, our most important program. It is vital to allow most American workers to be able to retire in dignity.  We need to keep it that way by opposing all cuts in benefits.
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